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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 



Prior to the 19h$ nationalisation, the Stara Turn (P1/9/T26) precision tool 
enterprise r/as part of the firm of Michera, Ltd®, owned by the Bulgarian 
Consul, Hichera (1) * During the war Hichera supported the partisans with 
large sums of money (0 rn.113.ion Kcs), and hid out the Slovak Comunis t leaders 
Bastovansky and Snidtke, disguised as workers in Ms factory® However, after 
tho war he lost the support of the Communists he had formerly assisted, 7 /as 
imprisoned, lost all his property, including his houses, through confiscation, 
and finally died in 191/6* From 191/5 to 19U9 the Stara Tura plant was one of 
the Povasske stro j arae (Vah River Machine dorks , National Enterprise) factories e 
Now it Twill probably be called Slovak Enterprises of Precision Mechanics, or 
mil possibly be named for some important political figure. 

The National Enterprise management has not yet been established. The manager 
of the Stara Tura plant in Inge Me rad. , an able mail and Communist 0 Since it 
is the largest precision tool factory in Slovakia, Stara Tura will probably 
become the main plant of the precision tool combine. In this event it would 
manage the Goerz Optics Factory at Bratislava (P1/9/X99), as well as two alarm 
clock factories, one in Bratislava and one in Turciansky Sv, Martin (Q5o/G6$>), 
a plant producing manometers in Bratislava, another Bratislava factory manu- 
facturing drafting equipment, all of which plants are currently Coer 2 subsidi- 
aries, and perhaps also later on even the former Volka Byte a furniture plant, 
which now makes semi-precision me asuring devices, such as wooden rulers and 
metal measuring tapes (2). 

There is however, a lack of both personnel and office space in Stara Tura, 
which situation would hinder the formation of a headquarters office there for 
the national enterprise. Furthermore, the Ministry of National Be Tens© wants' 
the management located further to the north, considering Stara Tura as unsuit- 
able because the security line established by the General Staff runs north 
from Stara Tura. 

The buildings of the Stara Tura plant are in good condition. They occupy 
about 21,000 sq* meters and are single-story, brick structures with iron- 
girder supported ceilings and gray saddle roofs (3)® The machines are 
excellent. They include lathes, multiple lathes, milling machines, machines 
to produce water meter gears, grinders for both flat work and rounded objects 


I STATE " 

| ARMY ~~f[ 


C LASS [FIG ATI 0 N 

jaw TXj ns rb’ 

iiL.ZSSf5L_.ZlLi U 

( * lA/Tf fYjriwT? & 


rrzizz 


i rt 


Document ^ 

Ko Change In Claes. Q 
Q OecflassICod ^ 
Class. Changed To: TS S 


Approved For Release 2003/08/11 : CIA-RDF 









25X1 


ft i 


25X1 


Approved-ftef^iase 2003/08/11 : CIA-RDP82-00457R0(f5900020010-8 


CEOTR XL HJxSLLIGEIJCE AGCICCY 
- 2 - 


(that, is j flat grinders and rotary cylindrical surface grinders)? machines for 
gr^ndin^ threaded gauges^ a lot/ shapers and plane s 3 press-^casting niscnxnos xor 
aluminum and brass, 20 vertical eccentric presses dating back to 1539 for pro- 
ducing brass machine gun cartridges j tube-drawing machines for manufacturing 
hypodermic needles, and an unusual machine for calibrating glass tubes, which 
has recently seen ouilt in the plant© This last Piece of machinery is a precisely 
ground iron "thorn" or bar (Zelazny to) upon which Stara Turn's fcrpcrfect glass 
tuocs arc placed, electrically heated until soft, and are then shaped exactly, 
obviating the necessity of further grinding© Because of the small coefficient 
of heat expansion in glass, it is relatively easy to remove the glass tube once 
the ,r thom w is anain cooled 0 


5. The production program includes water meters, textile spindles (including a 
machine uitn eight calibrated vertical spindles) (1*), aluminum pocket lighters, 
medical instruments such as sterilizers of all sizes and sterile instrument 
bo^.GS foi hospitals , medical extmining ocular mirrors, stethoscopes, scalpels 
and instruments peculiar to ear surgery and gynecology, as well as hypode ionic 
syringes and bent surgical needies, and cartridges and bullets for 15, 20, 25, 
and 30 mm guns© The ammunition production was begun in the fall of 192*9© 

6© The plant is capable of producing 100,000 water meters annually, but. its- capacity 
is not fully utilized as exporn orders which were expected from China, and the 
ualkans mailed to materialize, Production of volume displacement water meters 
and of hot-water water meters is being planned (5). About six different "sized 
of water-wheel type water meters are now being manufactured© 

7© The production of aluminum ’.octet lighters was begun after the war© Holland 
oraerac one— half million pjeces, but alter receipt of a small order of about 
50,000, withdrew the large,’ order© 

0. Production of medical, instruments by the firm of Injccta at Krasltce (H5l/ T C30) 
on the German border was transferred to Ctara Turn, which has managed this' new 
production very success! ally, and has even increased the . production© Hypodermic 
syringe production is X lilted only by a lack of glass (6)© ctara Tura has 
attcnptcc to offset this shortage to some degree by producing its own calibrated 
tubes by means of the ‘thorn" apparatus described above© Although the Iraia 
national Enterprise if authorized to produce all needles in the CSIt, the rioed ' 
for needles is so uryent that Stara Tura was given approval to produce Irrao- 
aenaic and bent surg.cal needles, which Stara Tura has done with considerable 
success© The hypod/iaic needles are produced by drawing stainless stool' tubing 
to tiie proper size, resulting in thin tubes such as were delivered from Switzerw 
land and else^/here before 2.913* 
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.these needles arc very expensive s one kilogram costing as ranch as IjCUGOO Kcs 
in foreign curroicy* Iron, on the other hand,, in the form of gasoline drums 
is being exported at l/j Kcs a kilogram 0 This and other examples have been 
brought up_ at discussions of the Five Year Plan program, with the intent of 
strengthening tee position of the precision mechanics industry at the expense 
of the heavy rachine industry, since the latter is unable to command the same 
nxgh price f o • iron materials on the foreign market© Another reason given for 
allowing tee precision mechanics industry priority over tee heavy machine industry 
vras_ thau tec heavy machine industry is limited by the relatively small production 
of tee Gzecr ironworks© The proposal to lay more emphasis on precision tools 
and less on neavy machinery in tee Five Year Plan was, however, rejected© 

tee military significance of Stara Tura is slight unless it should convert to 
the production of capons parts, aiming sights, etc© Ouch a conversion is© 
nowever, .mlmcely note because of certain opposition by the precision machinists 
and worvus^andtecause of the fact teat Czechoslovakia already has in' existing 
i actor*/ s suiiicicnt production of such materials© To date, therefore, no 
p— ans :?u.V€) teen made oo convert St area Tura to ittilitary production 0 
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I | Comment ; The Prague Llichera plants which was smaller but had better 

development offices, is to be converted to sane other production under the Five 
Year Plan 



IC o mcnt ; These saddle roofs are composed of a flat roof regularly inter- 
rupted with peaked slylights* 

jkasment s Conditions in the Czech textile industry were already deteri- 
orating before the w-ar, and throughout the war there was no attempt to improve 
the situation. Consequently, there was considerable need for extensive reno- 
vation and modernization of textile machinery, 

i Certain communities have a central hot water plant which pipes 
the houses in the some fashion as cold water, thus obviating the 
need for hot-water boilers in the houses themselves * 

librated tubes, 
smuggled from 

Germany and bought in Switzerland and France « 


I ^ Comment ; The Czech glass industry failed to produce ca 
and it was therefore necessary to order then abroad? they were 




Approved For Release 2003/08/11 : CIA-RDP82-00457R005900020010-8 






